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1. Introduction to GRIHA  

Purpose of the manual  

Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) is a national rating system in 
India, initiated by TERI and developed jointly with the Ministry of New and  Renewable 

Energy (MNRE), Government of India. It is a design evaluation system, conducted on all 

kinds of buildings in different climatic zones of the country.  

Association for Development and Research of Sustainable Habitats (ADaRSH) is mandated 

to promot e development of buildings and habitats in India through GRIHA.  

GRIHA is a rating tool that helps analyze performance of a building against certain 
nationally acceptable benchmarks/criteria. It was originally developed to provide a series of 

guidelines and benchmarks to those interested in construction of a sustainable and green 

building. It will evaluate the environmental performance of a building holistically over its 
entire life cycle, thereby providing a definitive standard for what constitutes a ôgreen 

buildingõ. The stages of the life cycle that have been identified for evaluation are: 

ü Pre-construction stage (intra- and inter -site issues like proximity to public transport, 
type of soil, kind of land, location of  property, the flora and fauna on the lan d before 

construction activity starts, the natural landscape , and land features). 

ü Building planning and construction stages (issues of resource conservation and 
reduction in resource demand, resource utilization efficiency, resource recovery and 

reuse, and provisions for occupant health and well -being). The prime resources that 

are considered in this section are land, water, energy, air, and green cover. 

ü Building operation and maintenance stage (issues of operation and maintenance of 

building systems and pr ocesses, monitoring and recording of energy consumption, 

occupant health and well -being, and also issues that affect the global and local 
environment).  

The current rating  system consists of 34 criteria under the follow ing four  main sections: 

ü Site Selection and Site Planning 

ü Building Planning and Construction  

ü Building Operation and Maintenance  

ü Innovation  

The purpose of this manual is to highlight the new and improved features in the rating 

system. The categories in the new system are majorly divided into  the following  two , under 

which all the criteria  are listed: 

ü Site Specific 

ü Building Specific  
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Acronyms  

 

Acronyms Description 

TERI The Energy and Resources Institute 

GRIHA Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment 

MNRE Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

ADaRSH Association for Development and Research of Sustainable Habitats 

MoEF Ministry of Environment and Forests 

GRCL GRIHA Client 

GRCC GRIHA Consultant 

GC GRIHA Coordinator 

EE External Evaluator 

 

Manual  preview  

The User Manual gives clear description of the Online Registration and Evaluation of the 

buildings submitted to GRIHA along with its process flow.  
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2. General Description of System  

Project perspective  

The GRIHA Evaluation Tool is an interactive tool which allows users to register their gr een 
building projects online and simultaneously monitor and track the progress of their 

registration. The tool is highly user -friendly, and provides a transparent mechanism to guide 

the users step by step through the entire evaluation process. 

The followin g steps are involved in the evaluation process : 

1) Registration 

2) Submission of Documentation 

3) Preliminary evaluation by ADaRSH Technical team  

4) Evaluation by panel of experts 

5) Preliminary rating with comments sent to project team  

6) Final submission of documents 

7) Final evaluation by panel of experts 

8) Approval of rating by advisory committee  

9) Award of rating  

 

Features of the system 

The basic need and feature of this system is to understand and implement a web-enabled 

application to automate processes of buildings  registration, approval , evaluation and 

processing, and project progress monitoring after an approv ed Registration. The online 
system for GRIHA comprise of various components used for secure login, data entry, 

workflow, automatic reminders, timelines, progress moni toring , and reporting. The features 

of these components are described below: 

 

Web-based 

The system will be web-based to provide flexibility of  accessing it from anywhere, anytime , 
and by any authorized user. Internet connectivity  is the prerequisite to get access of this 

web-based system. 
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Profile based access 

The system will provide profile -based access rights to view or update information to 
different users including : 

 Client  

 Consultant 
 Coordinator  

 External Evaluator  

 Administrator (For backend p rocessing) 

Online data entry forms  

The data entry forms for building  registration, evaluation , and progress monitoring will be 

designed and developed in user-friendly formats. These forms will provide the common 
functionalities to submit the documents with  relevant criteria . These forms also comprise 

calculators to be used in various criteria . 

Notifications and Alerts  

The system will send automated e-mail notifications  and alerts at different stages of the 

processes for better involvement of the users like clients, consultant, coordinator , and 

evaluator . 

Administrator Control  

The system will be controlled by a system administrator who would be able to 

configure /add/edit any user b y providing control information ( Login Details ). This panel 
will also have the details of  the projects registered, projects initiated , their relative users 

involved , etc. 



  

10 
 
 

 

 

3. User Characteristics 

The most common users of the system will be: 

 Project Client 
 Project Coordinator 

 Project Consultants 

 External Evaluator  
 System Administrator  

Project Client 

The Project Client is one who expresses interest with GRIHA to get his/her building 
evaluated and registered with GRIHA . 

Project Coordinator  

The Project Coordinator i s the mediator between the client and external evaluators, whose 
role is to take the project further for evaluation once it is successfully submitted by the client . 

He is authorized to view the forms and documents submitted by the client from front -end 

and can also send back partial OR complete project if it does not meet the requirements. 

Project Consultant  

Project Consultant as the name suggests is the person to whom various criteria forms can be 

assigned for checking and validation before they are finally submitted to the next level of 
coordinator. They are authorized onl y to view the cri teria which are either assigned by user 

OR by the GRIHA Administrator . 

External Evaluator  

After approval from the Coordinator, the project goes up to the next level of External 

Evaluator who is authorized to accept OR reject the project submitted. Once the project is 

shifted to the EEõs end, it cannot be sent back to the Client. 

System Administrator  

The complete GRIHA Process, its users, projects, and registration is being managed at the 

back-end OR the admin istrator panel of  GRIHA. There can be more than one administrator 
to the system. 
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4. Process Flow  

GRIHA  Process Flow  Diagram  

The GRIHA systemõs workflow is depicted in the figure below : 
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5. Building  Registration  

Step 1: Login to GRIHA Website  

Open the GRIHA website and click on the ôRegisterõ button under the Member Zone section, 

as shown below in the screenshot: 
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Step 2: Registration Form 

The followin g Registration Form will open for  the user to fill in the building details for 
which he/she has to go under GRIHA evaluat ion:  
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The form is divided into various sections under which the user has to provide relevant 

information. Following are the heads under which the user has to fill in the information:  

 

ü Registration details 

ü Project details 

ü Project contact information 

ü Project team information  

ü Project information  

ü Additional Information  

ü Documents 

 

Registration Details 

The first head is of Registration Details  under which the user will  have to select from the 

following three  options: 

ü GRIHA Rating - Choose this if you have to go only under GRIHA Evaluation.  

ü EIA Clearance- Selecting this will take the user to the Pre-GRIHA EIA Clearance. 

ü GRIHA Rating and EIA Clearance- Selecting this will allow user to undergo for 
both EIA Clearance and GRIHA Evaluation.  

This is a mandatory field and  the user has to select some option out of the three listed above 

to proceed further.  
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Project Details 

The next head in the form is of Project Details  under which the user will  have to fill in the 
following details related to the project:  

ü Project title *: Name / Title of the project with which the user want s to register. The 

same will be used for all evaluation purpose.  

ü Address *: Address of the project to be registered. 

ü Phone *: Phone number to get in touch in future . 

ü Fax: Not a mandatory fiel d but can be provided for future reference.  

ü Email *: E-mail should be relevant as this will be used for correspondence for 

evaluation . 

ü Project description *: A brief about the project is to be given under this head, which 

further can be displayed on the website, hence it should be relevant and appropriate . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Contact Information  

Under this head the contact details of the person/client who will be coordinating for his/her 

project will be given . Following fields are covered under this head : 

ü Name *: Name of the person coordinating for the project.  

ü Organization *: Organization he/she is working with . 

ü Address *: Contact address for future correspondence. 

ü Phone *: Phone number of the contact person to be entered under this field. 

ü Fax: Not a mandatory field, but on client/user choice to fill up the detail.  

ü Email *: Actual email ID of the client which can be used for further correspondence. 

On this email ID the login credentials will be sent once the user is successfully 
registered. 
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Project Team Infor mation  

The information about the team that will be working on the project is to be furnished under 
this head. Following fields are covered under this head:  

ü Owner of building *: Name of the owner of the building.  

ü Architect Name *: Architect of the building.  

ü Project manager *: Project Manager, who will be managing the activities . 

 

Consultants  

ü Landscape design 

ü Plumbing  

ü HVAC  

ü Electrical Engineering  

ü Structural Engineering  

ü Lighting design  

ü Others  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Information  

The building -related information is  to be filled under this head. All the f ollowing are 

mandatory fields covered in project information:  

ü Site area(sq.m) * 

ü Built up area, excluding basement  (sq.m) *: When user fills in the details of the 

built -up area, the system calculates the roughly estimated cost of the built -up area 

using a calculator. 

ü Expected date of completion * 

ü Type of building(commercial,  residential,  institutional, mixed use, any other) * 

ü Location * 

ü Air conditioned area(sq.m) * 

ü Non -air -conditioned area(sq.m) * 
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ü Time of use * 

ü No. of occupants(permanent and floating) * 

ü No. of storeys * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Information  

Any additional information is required to be filled under this head. Following are the fields 

covered under Additional information:  

ü Top soil preservation to be undertaken  

ü Numb er of mature trees on site area 

ü Hot Water demand per day  

ü Waste Water quantity generated per day  

ü Rain water recharge into ground water  

ü Quantity of organic waste generation per day  
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Documents 

Reference documents like any related drawing OR PDF related to project can be sent under 
this head during registration. Following are the two fields under which the user can upload 

the related documents: 

ü Please attach a copy of the project drawings  

ü If you also have a 3d model view of the envisaged project . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After entering correct and relevant information in all the fields listed above  the user has 

to click on ôSubmitõ button at the end of the page to submit the registration request to 
GRIHA.  
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6. Client Control for Evaluation  

Login to GRIHA  

Once the project from GRIHA administrator is initiated, the client/user will receive the mail 

with login details. When the client logs in, following is the dashboard that will open to 

him/her : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The page highlights the Project of the client that was being registered. The user has to click 
on the ôViewõ button to view the details of the projects.  
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Once the user clicks on ôView õ button, it will open the following page to the user:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The page displays the buildings registered for the project. The criteria  are divided into the 

following two:  

 

ü Site Specific Criteria  

ü Building Specific Criteria  

 

Clicking ôView Summary õ will allow  the user to view criteria details . Clicking on ôView 

Criteria õ will allow the user to view the details and also to work on the criteria . 
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Site Specific Criteria  

The following screen will open to the user, once the user clicks on ôView Details õ button:  
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The Site Specific criteria  will be listed only once for every project registered with GRIHA. 

The criteria under this are categorized under the following heads: 

 

ü Sustainable Site Planning 

ü Water Management 

ü Energy Optimization  

ü Waste Management 

ü Health and Well being 

 

Some of the criteria  are activated by default. To activate any other listed criteria, the user has 

to click on the ôXõ mark next to the criteria.  Check the screenshot below: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The page lists the criteria with the following options to the user : 

ü Maximum Points - Maximum points available with criteria.  

ü Points Attempted - Points attempted by any user for the criteria. 

ü Consultant - Name of the consultant assigned to the criteria. 

ü Status- Status of the criteria, whether Pending, Saved, OR Submitted. 

ü Action - To attempt any action for any criteria the user has to click the buttons under 
this head. 
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Building Specific Criteria  

The following screen will open to the user, once he/she  clicks the ôView Details õ button  for 
any building specific criteria : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following are the criteria under which the Building Specific  Criteria  is distributed:  

 

ü Water Management 

ü Energy Optimization  

ü Sustainable Building Materials  

ü Health and Well being 

ü Building Operation and Maintenance 

ü Innovation  

 

The user has to click on the attempt button wherein he/she can attempt the criteria to score 

the points for the criteria.  
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For example, check the below screen that will appear to the user when he/she clicks to open 

Criteria 34: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two buttons that will appear on any criteria form page:  

 

ü Save- Clicking on this button will save the activities done by the user on the form. 

Also the status of the criteria will be shown ôSavedõ in the criteria listing.  

ü Submit - Clicking on this button will submit the criteria and the status in the listing 

will be changed to ôSubmitted õ. 
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Check the screen below that highlight s the status in the criteria listing:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the listing page, a button named ôAssign Criteria õ is available. It can be used to 

assign multiple criteria  at one go to any consultant. 

 



  

26 
 
 

 

 

Once all the criteria activated by the user are attempted and submitted , the ôProject Detailõ 

page will activate the button ôSubmit Project to GRIHA õ. Check the screenshot below: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clicking on this button will submit the project to GRIHA Coordinator for further evaluation.  


















