Checklist for green homebuyers

¥ Does the propct offer ready acoess o public trana-
portalion 50 as to reduce the need for privete transpsoet?

bk Does it wuse fixturea that facilitate lower water
conaumption?

Bk Are the syvslems and fistures used in common-area
lighting systerns cartified as aneegy-afficiant?

¥k Does the project have solar water heaters, sewage
tragtment plarts, rainwater haresting and walar
recycling-reuse features?

¥ Does it feature natural ventiation, so as to reduce the
| maad for airconditioning?

¥ Does it have adequate open spaces and green ansas?
[ ¥ Does it offer covered car parking?
¥ Does it have sustainable waste disposal features?

Homebuyers interested in eco-friendly
housing must ensure that competent
authorites—like GRIHA—have certified
the project they are buying into as ‘green
building, as there are any number of
projects aunting green credentials
without following ‘green norms:
TEAM TIMES PROPERTY writes
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any experts say that poing by the pace at which ur-
hanization is taking place in the country, it will
become unsustainable if the natural resouroes
are not wsed properls

Juggy Marwihe, the MD of Jones Lang LaSalle, global con:
sultancy firm. says that the tremendous rate of resl estata da-
velopment acrass the globe, especially in voung, emerging na-
tions, is imposing immense pressure on the environmant and
its natural resources.

He sabd that with 2uch rapld developiment, there is a lot at
stake when we look at important Bctors ke energy avall-
ability and environmental sustigability

Experts say that water riots, in particular, would begoms
commanplace In the next couples of decedes if this resoures
I not managed properly

Similarly, energy wonld become too costly even for middle-
cliss people, they say On an average, boildings consume
abonut 20% of the tetal energy avadlable in & conntry, and
this trend is increasing with every passing day. There-
fore, experts and consultant say that it is betéer Lo prepare for
thase exigencies in advancs.

Mounting concern over the environmental impact of
risal estate has necesgitated the formulation of sustain-
able solutions,

This has led to the advent of “sustainable real estate®
and related ‘green homes’ concepls, Marwaha savs,

Sustainable real cetate iz all about waing resources apti-
mally and sddressing the demands of the pressent without
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compromising the ability of future generations to mest their
W neads,

But, many builders use it as a onigue selling proposl-
tion (USP) withowi adhering (o green norms. Therefore,
Marwaha sayvs that buyers should do the realty check
before falling into developers' trap. At the sume time, pay-
ing & premivm for o genuine green building is sdvisabbe,

Marwaha says green houses or eco-friendly homes are an
integrated approach towards minimizing the sdverse affects
of construction, and its operation an the environment, and
proriating healthier Hving for peaple.

[t has hean extensively documented that living in conven-
tiomal bulldings has been working against residents—in
terms of living standards and cost (excessive energy con-
sumption)—Marwaha sald.

The key to eco-lrlendly homes [s Hmiting the use of scarce
resourees Like water, energy, and the materials used during
construction and scenpation, The Idea is to imcorporate fea-
tures that make the most of natural resources like Hght and
water while reducing heat gain and improving the quality of
indaor air,

Grean buildings not only enhance guality of 1ife bl also
peduce the cost of living, a8 thess buildings involve signifi-
cantly lower consumption of energy, water, and othar re-
saurces, The first and foremost constraint in the prolif-
eration of gresn buildings in India is the lack of infor-
mation and incorrect perception.

Marwaha says that 1t 1s penerally believed that goeen build-

ings cost more and take a long tme to pey back in tangible en-
argy savings, Such & pereeption leads to lower damandlevels
Frarm the larger buyer bhase Ia Fact, the additional cost factor
ks rapddly redwcing as mope and more developers get irto the
‘greEn homes” arena, sinee theee 9 increased competiion.

Alse, green homes resalf in significantly reduce] neil-
ity hills right from the beginning.

Alse, many developers are detersel from adopiig the
‘grean mantra' in their projects because green buildings may
involve ineressed constriction costs, They may also Tnd 1t
challenging to obtain the neeessary technologies, oo
green building materials, and find appeopriately qoalibed ar-
chitects and contractors in India,

Howewer, many wuthorities like Moida authoris and
Greater Moida authority heve givien an silditional 5 percent-
age points in construetion rights to the developers who are
comstructing gresn projcts )

Besides, developers are aware that the ‘green wive' 18
catching the fancy of more and more homebayers v India
and they too want to gat on ta the handwagon,

Unfertunately, this has resulted in o lot of residestial
projecis which atyle themsaelves ps 'green’ without
hering 1o all the mandatory perameters or having o
tained the necessary certificacion, Marweha says,

The verall benefits ol green bulldings depend on the ex.
tent o which sustainable features are included durng the
initial planning and design. In some cases, such featuoes can
alsn be ineorparated after the building is completa, But the
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point i2 that a few green features do not gualify o building as
envirmonmentally sustainahle, Marwaha sy

Because of the increasing Interest in this concept shown by
homebuyers, many developers have begun promoeting projects
under the banner of ‘eco-fricndly bomes’. While many of
these projects are indead certified by competent authorities,
others are merely seeking o gt on to the popular bandwagon
without actually delivering the goods.

Toansure that a genuinely *green’ residentlal project is not
mistaken for one of the many wannabes, it Is important for
their developer to obtain accreditation from the green rating
syatems followed in India.

GRIHA (Green Reting for Integrated Hablitat Assessment)
is one such system which verifics whether a building has ad-
hered to all the prescribed parameters, and that the required
materials and processes hove been wsed at every stage of con-

struction. Onee all the reguirements are met, the

- project is certified as & ‘gresn building'.
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?'m[:!{ 1 GAEEM BUILDIMGS MOT OMLY ENHANCE THE

UALITY OF LIFE BUT ALS0 REDUCE THE COST
f]' "i., F LIVIMG, AS THESE BLILDINGE INYWYE
A Lo mmﬂcnh'rw LOWER CONSUMPTION OF
EMERGY, WATER, AMD OTHER RESOURCES

o SUSTAINABLE REAL ESTATE IS5 ALL ABOUT USING RESOURCES
OPTIMALLY AND ADDRESSIMG THE DEMANDS OF THE PRESENT
WITHOUT COMPROMISING THE ABILITY OF FUTURE GEMERATIONS
T MEET THEIR 0N NEEDS




